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sailing, and the dangers of a lee-shore on a shoafi
coast. A sense of duty, rather than a want of
conviction of the justice of these remarks, in-
duced me to urge our continuing at sea whether
we made any progress on our way or not. To
encourage their compliance with my request, I
stated to them my professional capacity, as well
as my willingness to take charge of the vessel,
and conduct her navigation during the con-
tinuance of the contrary wind ; and this had the
effect of making them agree unanimously to
keep under sail a little longer.
The vessel in which I had embarked, was one
of those called a Shuktoor, and seemed peculiar
to the navigation of the Syrian coast. Its length
was about thirty feet, and its extreme breadth
fifteen, but being of shallow draught, its
burthen could not have exceeded forty tons.
Small as it was, it had three masts, two of them
being fixed nearly at the extreme points of the
frame, and the principal one a little before the
centre of the hull. On the fore and mixcn
masts were carried a latteen sail, exactly similar
in size and form to those worn by the Egyptian
jerms, and on the main-mast were a square
course, a topsail, and a top-gallant sail, all fitted
like the central sails in a polacca ship, and the
mast rigged in the same way.*
* See the Vignette on the opposite page.